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23rd March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians 
 

This morning, we welcomed seventeen children across our settings, whose parents have been identified as 
“Key Workers” and I am grateful to all my colleagues who have given them such a warm and valuable 
experience.  
 

It certainly has been a very busy few days as we have geared up towards whole school home-learning for 
the first time. You have been wonderfully supportive of teachers, who have put in a huge amount of time 
and effort into making sure that children still receive their learning; we are so grateful for the 
encouragement and support of our Ewell Castle family. Already, we have received some fabulous examples 
of work going on at home, which we will Tweet regularly!  
 

Of course, we understand that this new and challenging situation we all find ourselves in is not without its 
teething problems. There have been some communications from parents who are worried that they will 
simply not be able to support the quantity of learning being sent home. The children are busy and active at 
school physically and mentally for seven or eight hours per day usually. We would like to reassure you that 
there is no expectation that this should be the case at home; the work being sent home should be a 
welcome support and not a cross to bear!  
 

Teachers are trying, as much as possible, to send learning that the children should be able to access 
independently, even the youngest. No teacher sits with children 1:1 or even 1:2 for 30 minutes at a time 
and this is not what we expect of you either. Teachers feel that their moral obligation is to provide the 
most detailed home-learning possible. However, as a family, you will have your own unique set of 
challenges and circumstances, so please just prioritise the subjects that you feel are the most important for 
your children in the Prep School.  Obviously, pupils in the Senior School are more accustomed to taking 
responsibility for their own learning and will benefit from more structure and focus in their approach at 
home. 
 
Real life learning also counts but, above all, everything that adds up to well-being and happiness. Please tell 
us about other things that you are doing at home and share your images. The main School Twitter feeds 
also contain a number of suggestions, articles and links to different learning opportunities: 
@EwellCastleHead @ECSPrep @EwellCastleUK #ewellcastlefamily.  
 

As we have said from the start, this is uncharted territory for us all, and our aim is to become as proficient 
at home-learning as we can over the next few weeks if we are closed longer term. The senior leadership 
team are discussing the situation daily and our approach to home-learning is our priority. As such, we are 
investigating a variety of ways to implement learning, using online platforms and 
technology. Teams and Zoom are both being piloted currently (taking into account the robust GDPR and 
safeguarding obligations that must be met) and we are building capacity to enable one or both of these 
platforms as soon as can be accomplished. The current system may not be perfect, and we are aware of 
that, but please bear with us; technology in an educational setting has rather more implementation 
challenges than in a standard employment setting.  
 

  



We have also had communications from several families who are concerned and anxious, understandably 
so, by the uncertainty of their economic and financial future security. There have been questions about 
what kind of financial support or relief the School can provide going into the summer term. We are having 
daily distance meetings with a view to providing some clarity as urgently as we can, taking advice 
from several expert sources. It remains to be seen whether the School can successfully apply for economic 
relief from central Government. I am mindful of not sending out speculative communications about 
financial matters for the sake of it, especially when I cannot yet provide definitive responses. What I can tell 
you is that as soon I have an update, I will pass that straight on to you.  
  
We are all in this together as a community and we hope that we can all pull together and support one 
another to come out of the other side of this crisis knowing that we did all that we could to support our 
children, families and staff. This goes to the heart of personal integrity and social responsibility, both 
enshrined in our ethos.  
 

Yours sincerely  
 

                            
  
Mr Silas Edmonds                                                  Ms Sian Bradshaw  
Principal                                                                   Head of Prep School  
  
  
  
  
 


